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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF LINCOLN
Worship Plan for Sunday, December 29, 2024
First Sunday of Christmas

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God
forgive you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to
become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

GATHERING HYMN: LBW #55 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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I Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

LBW #50 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels,from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi- sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

LBW #56 “The First Noel”
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The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the . . north-west, o’er
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tin-ued both day and night.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Let us pray. . ..

Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the
world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from the old slavery of
our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God'’s service, Hannah visits him every year when
she and her husbhand Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah
more children, and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.

' Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. *° His mother
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.  Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and
say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to
the LORD”; and then they would return to their home.

*Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD
and with the people.

Here ends the reading.
PSALM for the day is from Psalm 148

TODAY’s THEME: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven.

'Hallelujah! Praise the LoRD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you angels of his;
praise him, all his host.
*Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars.
‘Praise him, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
°Let them praise the name of the LORD;
for he commanded, and they were created.
*He made them stand fast forever and ever;
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
'Praise the LorD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
*fire and hail, snow and fog,
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tempestuous wind, doing his will;
’mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
“'wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and winged birds;
kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
?young men and maidens,
old and young together.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name only is exalted, his splendor is over earth and heaven.
“He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!

SECOND LESSON Colossians 3:12-17

Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new garments
upon arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s gift of life in
Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ.

2 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. ** Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. ** Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony. *> And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. *° Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. ' And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.

Here ends the reading.
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words of e - ter - nal life Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
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Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment
of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of
his identity and mission.

““Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. “* And when
he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. “° When the festival was ended
and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know
it. “ Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started
to look for him among their relatives and friends. *° When they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem to search for him. “° After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. *” And all who heard him were amazed at
his understanding and his answers. “* When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been
searching for you in great anxiety.” ** He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” *° But they did not understand what he said
to them. °* Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His
mother treasured all these things in her heart.

2 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise o you, O Christ,

PROCLAMATION OF THE DAY

HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #40 “What Child Is This”
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What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear;

for sin-ners here

the

si - lent Word is plead-ing.
lov - ing hearts en-throne him.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let
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whom shep-herds guard and
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an - gels sing;

This, this is  Christ the king,
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

LBW #646 “We Three Kings of Orient Are”
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We Three Kings of Orient Are
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1 We  three Kkings of O - r1i- ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I; in - cense
4 Myrrh s mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
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life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,
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ceas - ing nev - er, 0 - ver us all to  reign.
glad - ly rais - ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia al - le - 1lu-ia the earth re - plies.
N Refrain .
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west-ward lead-ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.

to

thy per- fect light!
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Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and
all people.

A brief silence.

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries of your
church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors, and Bible study
leaders (specific institutions or instructors may be named) in our ongoing faith formation
and curiosity. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcupines,
penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase our knowledge
of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and in all
lands (places of war and conflict may be named). God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this holiday
season. Accompany those who are alone or ill (especially). Console parents and children
whose relationships are strained or severed. God of grace,

receive our prayer.
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For the ministry of this place (the local congregation or ministry setting may be named),
we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among us. In times of conflict, clothe us in love
and move us to forgiveness. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Abba Father, in our busy lives we don’t take the time away from the distractions of this
world to speak with you as we should, hear now the prayers that we offer in the silence of
our hearts. A brief silence. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks. Draw
us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

{ 9 { 1—2%—— ] ] LY b E— |  u— i | i
[ Y k| i } | i H i 1 |
[ X aw o 1 i | I 1 i | -
{ LY 1 11 | - - T ™ | | S El
! - - hat - bt 1
Let the vine - yards be fruit- ful, Lord, and £l to the brim our
0
o ' T —r —————r i 1
[ Y 4 i —— i H 11 El | sps— i 1 |
1 ¥ 1  — - 1 H { - {
T - -
cup of bless - ing. Gath - er @& har - vest from the
8] \
4 y I M ] ¥ = { i I T i
] E H | i | | S— | I P r—r— i 5 i i
{ ] { 1 1 F 1 i
= - E i E| i — i
o) 1 el L J - >

seeds that were sown, fthat we may be fed with the bread of life.

8|
¥4

{ E M ——— ] { ¥ 1] I I i 1 T T .|
[ aY f E I g« d« ! i i l I 1 | | | ] |
) ¥ r r ‘. -
Gath- err the hopes and the dreams of alk; ¥ - nite them with the
— e | ] ; e e s e e |
Ly - e 2 S =
o b ! !
prayers we of - fer now, Grace our ta - ble with your
[p) I
¥ 4 4

pres- ence, and give wus a fore-iaste of the feast to come.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray...

Blessed are you,

C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to
the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen

SENDING HYMN: LBW #45 “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”
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O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in .. the . . . high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

LBW #55 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!

now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and «calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is bormm to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

LBW #70 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”
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Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ty - where;
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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